Name: ____________________

4-Step Summary
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When writing a summary, remember the following principles:
· Read the text carefully 

· Identify the main idea and supporting details

· You are retelling facts (CDs Only!); never give your opinion (cm) or add information. 

Title of Text: _____________________________________
	Step One (in blue):     Name it!

(your text)


	Verb it! (in blue)

(Verb Reference list)
	Finish it! (in blue)

(main idea)

	Step Two (in blue):     Combine the boxes in step one, and write a topic sentence.



	Step Three (all in red): 

	Transition Words:

1.

2.

3.
	CD 1: Text evidence



	
	CD 2: Text evidence



	
	CD 3: Text Evidence



	Step 4: Write it! (blue and red)

Write a final summary paragraph using the information in steps 1-3




Verb Reference List for the 4-step Process
Language Arts 
Step 1: Verbs for Summarizing

tells

describes

lists

explains

gives

shows

compares

presents

defines

acknowledges

adds

advises

asserts

assures

blames

confirms

confronts

considers

contrasts

critiques

demonstrates

denounces

discourages

endorses

entices

enumerates

evaluates

explores

expresses

features

furnishes

identifies

names

offends

offers

predicts

proposes

provides

traces

answers

asks

captures

clarifies

classifies

confuses

defends

depicts

encourages

entertains

illustrates

invites

judges

misjudges

praises

recommends

simplifies

solves

suggests

supports

teaches

Transitions for the 4-step Process 

One way – Another Way

First - Then

First – Another – Next

First – Second – Third

One – Another - Next

The first – The second

At first - After

One – Then – Another

One – Also

One – Equally Important

One example – Another example

A good – A better – The best

One – Another – Finally

Initially – Then – After that

A bad – A worse – The worst

To begin – At the same time - Finally

First – Along with - Likewise

One – Another - Last

First of all - Also

First of all – Second – Last

First of all – Next – The final

First of all – The next – Another

First of all – In addition – Finally

One – One other – Along with - Last

First – In addition – Equally important

To begin – Then – Consequently

It started when - As a result – Then – Therefore

At the beginning – Then – Following this – Finally

One way – Another way – A final method

One – One other – Along with – Last

In the first place – After that – Later on – At last

As soon as – Next – Later – In the end

First of all – Besides – In addition

To start – Furthermore – Additionally - last
